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Students turn eves to the sky for rocket launch
By Ramon Renteria EL PASO TIMES
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b Cooler temps, humidity heip in Miler Fire fight

UFHAM, WM. - Maybe it wasn't exzctly Cape Canaveral, but 80D students had a1 least 21 reasons to
celebrate what they described as an awesome aerospace adveniure.
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At 7121 a.m. Friday, & nervous Alleen Montana of Bl Paso twisted a knob that hured & 20-foot rocket ¥ 2
with 21 student expeniments from the desert fioor 72 miles inlo space within thvee minutes. Estimated

speed: 3,800 mph.

Womtana, 14, an eghtn-grade student &t Brown Mddie Scnool, ang her classmates designed an
expenment 1o determine the effects of microgravity on @ marshmaliow.
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“l was nervous, but | just tumed the Knob and the rocket took off,” Montana said later. "Amazing.”

Students cheered and high-fived each olher as the rocket disappeared into the clear blue sky, lsaving

only a powerful sonic boom and a snake-ike plume of smoxe. 2 cont ained
An estimated 1,200 visiors, including slementary, middle schodl, high school and coliege students from 3 N
New Mexico, Arizona and Texas walched the rocket launch, ihe third student launch put on by the New 4. Conklin ends chapler in his §fe, but
Mextico Space Grant Consortium with NASA funding. TEW. ..
The launch site, not far from the nistonc Camino Real used by Spanish explorers, |5 about six mies from 5
the futuristic-iooking hamgar and terminal building where Vingin Galactic will launch the first commercial S
flights into space sometime in the future. ;-
T.

‘Whide Yirgin Galactic has not set & specific date for fiying commercial passengers into space, Spaceport
officials said the building is about 75 percent compbete and

is expectsd 1o be 8.
) — finished within six 9.
Advertisemant months. 1

The student launch

rocket floated back

| 1o sarth about 15 minutes later in a parachute. It was retreved about 33
‘# miles away at the nearby White Sands Mssile Rangs.

An Army helicopter retumed the expenment portion of the rocket to the
launch area by md-moming. Technicians then brought the rocket o a
huge tent 5o that students could retrieve and examne the data from
s Expesiments.
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Hundreds of students poured into the tent, eager 1o photograpn the
rocket. The congeston prompted Pat Hynes, director of the New Mexico
Space Grant Consortium, 1o comment: “This is ke seeing the pope or
something.”
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> book now on lufthansa.com

Students and teachers at Brown Middbe School are still analyzing the
resufls but M re convinced their expenment in space worked.

“It's totally awesome,” Brown Mddle School sevenih-grader Francisco
Manuel Dominguez said after checking oul marshmallows that resemiied
white raisins afler a quick frip into space. “Hopefully we got some good
results.”
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Aex Armendariz, a science teacher at Brown Middie School, said whal
mattersd mosi s that studenis had the opportunity 10 See a project they
worked hard 10 develop QO Up In space.

- — The expenments vaned wedely, from Las Cruces Mesa Mddie School's
efforts 1o send text messages 10 & cell phone and a satellite phone on
tne rocket 1o Aztec Hgh Schooi's attempts to find out if @ hew Mexico chile would neat up o get roasted in space.

New Mexico Space Grant officials applavded the student launch. The consortium spent $250,000 for the rocket and otiver lsunch refated cosis.

"It was a huge success,” sad Joylynn Walkins, an enginesr with the New Mexico Space Grant. "We plan to continue to educale and inspire students to do
math and science projects.”

The New Mexico program is the only program of its Kind in the United States tnat grves sludents acoess 1o Space once 8 year, usually lowand the end of
the academic year.

Cneistine Anderson, executive director of the New Mexico Spacepon Authonity, gave students, teachers and parents & shide tour of what the spaceport wil
looik lie when compieted. The Spaceport Authonty operates on & 3208 milon annual budget and one day expects 1o be a8 commercial launch pad for
research and development payloads as well as commercial space flights.

“This is such a fabulous venue 1o kave space experiments,” Anderson said. "Here, | look out and | see astronauis and | see scientisis and | see
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