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In the news

Student rocket launch
rescheduled for May 1

‘After analyzing the results of a test on the
parachute system for the SL-5 rocket, New
Mexico Space Grant Consortium (NMSGC)

Director Patricia Hynes has rescheduled the

- SL-5 Student Launch to Friday, May 20.

Engineers from UP Aerospace conferred
with NMSGC launch officials and it was de-
termined that, even though the drop test was
successful, a portion of flight hardware became
entangled during recovery and was damaged.
. Safe return of the students’ 27 onboard experi-
ments is a requirement of the launch, Hynes
said, so in order to meet the mission specifica-
tions, the launch has been rescheduled to Fri-
day, May 20 at Spaceport America.

Hynes said she is optimistic about the
student launch, even though it needed to be
rescheduled. ol

“A lot of planning and effort has gone into
this launch, and the final testing of the recov-
ery systems is important to make sure the ex-
periments return successfully,” she said.

The student launch program was created
by the NMSGC to promote science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics programs
among area students. This program provides
annual access to space for student experiments
at the end of the academic year.

Experiments include 35 sensors such as
electromagnetic_field, carbon dioxide detec-

at www.launchnm.com.

_ IMayﬁeId to host

Engmeem%]and Science Acheivement (MESA)
host a regional Botball robotics

program w

= ; Las Cruc

competition in the MHS gymnasium from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 2.

MHS MESA team sponsor Lorraine Bridg-
es said the competition is for high school stu-
dents from throughout New Mexico and El
Paso. The Botball Educatlonal Robotics Pro-
gram engages students “in a team-oriented
robotics competition based on national sci-
ence education standards. By designing, build-
ing, programming and documenting robots,
students use science, engineering, technology,
math and writing skills in a hands-on project
that reinforces their learning,” according to
www.botball.org.

During . the competition, computer-pro-
grammed Lego robots will be built by students
to perform specific tasks. There is no charge 1o
attend the competition.

‘Moon buggy’ race
‘draws high-schoolers

Teams from two LCPS high schools will
participate in the 18th annual Great Moon

Buggy Race in Huntsville, Ala., April I-Aﬂ
funding from the Spaceport Gross Ret

and a moon buggy grant provided throush th
Southern New Mexico Science, Enginecring,
Mathematlcs and Aerospace Academy. =

The two schools are Mayfield Hig
and San Andres High Schoel in colk
with the Mesilla Valley Training
This is the first time thr: schﬁds




